
 

News Release 

– More – 

 

 
 

 
“Collaboration can be initiated by a 
manufacturer who wants to work 
more closely with select distributors, 
by a distributor looking to optimize its 
performance in a given category, or 
by multiple distributors who want to 
explore new opportunities in 
servicing common customers.” 
 

Rod Bayless 
Director, Industry Data Analytics 

Epicor Software 
 

 
 
AUSTIN, Texas, November 1, 2016 
 
 
Epicor Introduces Collaborative Channel Visibility, Inventory 
Analytics for Automotive Aftermarket Suppliers and Distributors 
 
New Business-Building Tools Help Channel Partners Better Forecast Demand, 
Improve Inventory Efficiency and Execute More Effective Promotions 
 
Epicor Software Corporation, a global provider of industry-specific 

enterprise software to promote business growth, today introduced 

several new industry data analytics (IDA) solutions that enable 

automotive aftermarket suppliers and distributors to better 

collaborate in enhancing business performance through increased 

channel visibility and inventory efficiency, improved service levels 

and more effective customer promotions. Epicor is a leading provider 

of advanced category management solutions -- including custom 

data warehouse projects and channel visibility and forecasting tools -

- for vehicle parts manufacturers, distribution networks, and 

independent wholesalers. 

The new Epicor IDA tools foster collaboration among suppliers and 

key channel partners in leveraging extensive point of sale data and 

other industry intelligence to pursue a wide range of business-

building projects, including optimizing warehouse and store 

inventories and planning and executing product- and brand-specific 

promotions. This approach -- through which the supplier and one or 

more distributors design, execute, and measure the outcome of each 

activity -- extends beyond the capabilities of many existing industry data warehouse solutions. 

“This is an important new step in the aftermarket’s category management journey,” said Rod Bayless, 

director, industry data analytics, Epicor Software. “These new tools represent a platform from which 

two or more channel partners can creatively and proactively pursue new opportunities for mutual 

growth and improved business performance. Collaboration can be initiated by a manufacturer who 

wants to work more closely with select distributors, by a distributor looking to optimize its performance 

in a given category, or by multiple distributors who want to explore new opportunities in servicing 

common customers.” 

Built around the Epicor industry data pool architecture, the new IDA tools provide for partner 

collaboration both in short- and long-term projects. The Epicor data feed -- comprising extensive, bulk 

channel visibility intelligence -- can be used to augment existing manufacturer-controlled data 
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warehouse projects and provide the basis for more effective collaboration in a variety of custom 

projects, such as development of vendor-optimized inventories based on market demand by part 

number down to the ZIP or postal code level. Each project can provide a custom level of data visibility 

as determined by the collaborative sponsors. 

To learn more about these new tools and other Epicor IDA solutions, contact your Epicor sales 

representative, call 888.463.4700 or email automotive.marketing@epicor.com. 

About Epicor Solutions for the Automotive Aftermarket 

For nearly 40 years, Epicor aftermarket solutions have helped empower motor vehicle parts and 

service providers through world-class technologies that drive sales, profits and customer loyalty.  

Epicor products and services for the aftermarket include parts data and related eCatalog content; 

industry analytics and category management solutions; enterprise software; B2B and B2C 

eCommerce solutions; and business optimization tools. Visit the Epicor Automotive Aftermarket 

solution hub to learn more. 

 
About Epicor Software Corporation 

Epicor Software Corporation drives business growth. We provide flexible, industry-specific software 

designed around the needs of our manufacturing, distribution, retail, and service industry customers. 

More than 40 years of experience with our customers’ unique business processes and operational 

requirements are built into every solution―in the cloud or on premises. With this deep understanding 

of your industry, Epicor solutions manage complexity, increase efficiency, and free up resources so 

you can focus on growth. For more information, connect with Epicor or visit www.epicor.com. 
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Epicor and the Epicor logo are trademarks of Epicor Software Corporation, registered in the United 
States and other countries. The product and service offerings depicted in this document are produced 
by Epicor Software Corporation. 
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